Prayer of St Dimitri of Rostov
Before Communion

Open, O doors and bolts of my heart,
that Christ the King of Glory may
enter!

Enter, O my Light, and enlighten my
darkness; enter, O my Life, and
resurrect my deadness;

Enter, O my Physician, and heal my
wounds; enter, O Divine Fire, and burn
up the thorns of my sins; ignite my
inward parts and my heart with the
flame of Thy love;

Enter, O my King, and destroy in me
the kingdom of sin; sit on the throne of
my heart and reign in me alone, O
Thou, my King and Lord.

A Prayer of Thanksgiving
attributed to St John
Chrysostom

What praise, of what hymn, or what
thanksgiving, or what recompense shall we
offer unto Thee, the Only God, Who lovest
mankind? For when we were condemned to
destruction and immersed in our sins, Thou
didst bestow freedom upon us, and hast given
us the immortal and heavenly nourishment of
the Body and Blood of Thy Christ.

Therefore we pray Thee: Deliver us from
judgment, together with Thy servants who
minister unto Thee. —

To pray for someone more
diligently:

Save, O Lord, and have mercy on
Thy servant(s), [bow]

Deliver him (her, them) from
every tribulation, wrath and need
[bow],

From every sickness of soul and
body, [bow]

Forgive him (her, them) every
transgression, voluntary and
involuntary, [bow]

And do whatever is profitable for
our souls. [bow].

A Prayer of Thanksgiving by
St Basil The Great

O Existing One, Master Lord, God, almighty and
adorable Father: It is truly meet and right and befitting
the majesty of Thy holiness that we should praise
Thee, hymn Thee, bless Thee, worship Thee, give
thanks unto Thee and glorify Thee, the only truly
existing God, and offer unto Thee with contrite heart
and spirit of humility this our rational worship; for
Thou art He that hath graciously bestowed upon us the
knowledge of Thy truth.

And who is sufficient to speak of Thy mighty acts, to
make all Thy praises to be heard, or to tell of all Thy
wonders at every season?

O Master of all, Lord of heaven and earth, and of all
creation both visible and invisible, Who sittest upon
the throne of glory and beholdest the depths, Who art
unoriginate, invisible, immutable, the Father of our
Lord: the great God and Savior Jesus Christ, our
Hope, Who is the Image of Thy goodness, the Seal of
equal type, in Himself showing forth Thee, the Father,
the living Word, the true God, the Wisdom before all
ages, —



To pray for someone more
diligently:

Save, O Lord, and have mercy on
Thy servant(s), [bow]

Deliver him (her, them) from
every tribulation, wrath and need
[bow],

From every sickness of soul and
body, [bow]

Forgive him (her, them) every
transgression, voluntary and
involuntary, [bow]

And do whatever is profitable for
our souls. [bow].

A Prayer of Thanksgiving by St Basil The Great continued

l

the Life, Sanctification, Power, the true Light, through
Whom the Holy Spirit was manifested: the Spirit of
truth, the Gift of adoption, the Pledge of the
inheritance to come, the First-fruits of eternal good
things, the life-giving Power, the Fountain of
sanctification, by Whom enabled every rational and
intelligent creature doth serve Thee and ascribe to
Thee perpetual praise, for all things are Thy servants.

Filled thus with great awe at Thine immeasurable
mercies and love, do Thou receive the unfeigned
praise and thanksgiving of our unworthy hearts for all
that Thou hast provided for us in this world and the
next, and enable us to walk before Thee in holiness
and purity all the days of our life in fitting gratitude
for Thy loving-kindness to us;

For blessed art Thou O Holy Father together with Thy
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ to Whom, with Thee and
the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory and worship,
now and every and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Prayer of St Dimitri of Rostov
Before Communion

Open, O doors and bolts of my heart,
that Christ the King of Glory may
enter!

Enter, O my Light, and enlighten my
darkness; enter, O my Life, and
resurrect my deadness;

Enter, O my Physician, and heal my
wounds; enter, O Divine Fire, and burn
up the thorns of my sins; ignite my
inward parts and my heart with the
flame of Thy love;

Enter, O my King, and destroy in me
the kingdom of sin; sit on the throne of
my heart and reign in me alone, O
Thou, my King and Lord.

A Prayer of Thanksgiving
attributed to St John
Chrysostom

What praise, of what hymn, or what
thanksgiving, or what recompense shall we
offer unto Thee, the Only God, Who lovest
mankind? For when we were condemned to
destruction and immersed in our sins, Thou
didst bestow freedom upon us, and hast given
us the immortal and heavenly nourishment of
the Body and Blood of Thy Christ.

Therefore we pray Thee: Deliver us from
judgment, together with Thy servants who
minister unto Thee. —



The Daily Prayer of
Hieroschemamonk Parthenios

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, do not permit vanity, self-
love, sensuality, carelessness, anger to rule over me and steal
me from Thy love, O my Lord and Creator, all my hope! Do
not leave me without a portion of the blessed eternity.

Grant also that I may follow Thy Holy example.. that I may
submit to the authorities placed over me. Grant me the clean
soul, the simplicity of heart; which makes us worthy of Thy
love.

To Thee, my God, I lift up my soul and heart; do not allow
Thy creation to perish, but free me from the single and
greatest enemy ... sin.

Grant, Lord, that I may endure anxiety and sorrows of the soul
with the same patience as the joy with which I receive
satisfaction of heart. If Thou desirest, Lord, Thou canst
cleanse me and sanctify me.

Here I commit myself to Thy mercy... begging Thee to
destroy within me all that is offensive to Thee, and to unite me
to the assembly of Thy chosen.

Lord, take from me: idleness of spirit, which destroys time;
vanity of thoughts, which hinders Thy presence and distracts
my attention to prayer. If, while in prayer, I turn away from
Thee in my thoughts, help me; so that this distraction may not
be willful, and that - averting my mind - I may not avert my
heart from Thee. —

PRAYER FOR THE
GRANTING OF PRAYER

St. John of Kronstadt, “My Life in Christ"

O All-merciful Lord! Grant me the
divine gift of holy prayer, flowing from
the depth of my heart. Gather together
the dispersed thoughts of my mind, that
it may always strive towards its Creator
and Savior. Destroy the burning arrows
of the evil one, which tear me away
from Thee. Quench the flame of the
passionate thoughts that devour me
during prayer. Cover me with the grace
of Thy Most-holy Spirit, that to the very
end of my sinful life I may love Thee
alone with all my heart, all my soul and
mind, and all my strength, and in the
hour when my soul takes leave of my
mortal body, O Sweetest Jesus, take into
Thy hands my spirit when Thou comest
into Thy Kingdom. Amen.

Prayer of St. Philaret,
Metropolitan of Moscow

My Lord, I know not what I ought to ask of
Thee. Thou and Thou alone knowest my
needs. Thou lovest me more than I am able to
love Thee.

O Father, grant unto me, They servant, all
which I cannot ask. For a cross I dare not ask,
nor for consolation; I dare only to stand in
Thy presence.

My heart is open to Thee. Thou seest my
needs of which I myself am unaware. Behold
and lift me up! In Thy presence I stand, awed
and silenced by Thy will and Thy judgments,
into which my mind cannot penetrate.

To Thee I offer myself as a sacrifice. No other
desire is mine but to fulfill Thy will. Teach
me how to pray. Do Thyself pray within me.

Amen.

A Hymn by St. Gregory
Nazianzus

O all-transcendent God what other name
describes Thee? What words can sing Thy
praises? No word at all denotes Thee.
What mind can probe Thy secret?

No mind at all can grasp Thee. Alone
beyond the power of speech, all men can
speak of springs from Thee. Alone beyond
the power of thought, all men can think of
stems from Thee.

All things proclaim Thee - things that can
speak, things that cannot. All things revere
Thee - things that have reason, things that
have none. The whole world's longing and
pain mingle about Thee.

—



Prayer of St. Philaret,
Metropolitan of Moscow

My Lord, I know not what I ought to ask of
Thee. Thou and Thou alone knowest my
needs. Thou lovest me more than I am able to
love Thee.

O Father, grant unto me, They servant, all
which I cannot ask. For a cross I dare not ask,
nor for consolation; I dare only to stand in
Thy presence.

My heart is open to Thee. Thou seest my
needs of which I myself am unaware. Behold
and lift me up! In Thy presence I stand, awed
and silenced by Thy will and Thy judgments,
into which my mind cannot penetrate.

To Thee I offer myself as a sacrifice. No other
desire is mine but to fulfill Thy will. Teach
me how to pray. Do Thyself pray within me.

Amen.

A Hymn by St. Gregory Nazianzus continued
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All things breathe Thee a prayer, a silent
hymn of Thy own composing. All that
exists Thee uphold, all things in concert
move to Thy orders.

Thou art the end of all that 1s, Thou art
one, Thou art all; Thou art none of the
things that are, Thou art not a part and not
the whole.

All names are at Thy disposal; how shall I
name Thee, the only unnamable? What
mind's affinities with heaven can pierce the
veils above the clouds?

Mercy, all-transcendent God, what other
name describes Thee?

Earliest Christian Hymns, edited by F. Forrester Church & Terrence J.
Mulry, Macmillan Publishing Co. '88

The Daily Prayer of Hieroschemamonk Parthenios continued

I confess to Thee, my Lord God, all the sins of my wickedness
committed before Thee, now and in the past. Forgive me for
them, for the sake of Thy Holy Name, and save my soul,
which thou hast redeemed with Thy precious Blood. I entrust
myself to Thy mercy. I submit to Thy will. Do with me
according to Thy mercy and not according to my evil and
wickedness. Teach me Lord, to dispose my deeds so that they
will serve in glorifying Thy Holy Name.

Take pity, O Lord, on all Christians. Hear the desires of all
who cry out to Thee, and deliver them from evil. Save Thy
servants [ insert names | . Send them comfort, consolation in
sorrows, and Thy holy mercy. Lord, I especially pray for those
who have in anyway insulted, abused and grieved me. Do not
punish them for the sake of me, a sinner; but pour Thy mercy
upon them. Lord, I pray to thee especially for all those whom
I, a sinner, insulted or tempted in word, deed, thought,
knowingly and unknowingly. Lord God, forgive us our sins
and mutual offenses. Dispel from our hearts, O Lord, all
indignation, suspicion, anger, remembrance of evil, quarrels,
and all that might hinder and lessen brotherly love.

Be merciful Lord, to those who have entrusted me, an
unworthy sinner, to pray for them. Be merciful Lord, to all
who ask Thy help. Lord, make this day a day of Thy mercy;
give to each according to their petition. Be the Shepherd of the
lost, the Guide of Light of unbelievers, the Teacher of the
unwise, the Father of orphans, the Helper of the oppressed, the
Healer of the sick, the Comforter of the dying, and lead us all
to the desired end... to Thee, our refuge and blessed repose.
Amen.

PRAYER FOR THE
GRANTING OF PRAYER

St. John of Kronstadt, “My Life in Christ"

O All-merciful Lord! Grant me the
divine gift of holy prayer, flowing from
the depth of my heart. Gather together
the dispersed thoughts of my mind, that
it may always strive towards its Creator
and Savior. Destroy the burning arrows
of the evil one, which tear me away
from Thee. Quench the flame of the
passionate thoughts that devour me
during prayer. Cover me with the grace
of Thy Most-holy Spirit, that to the very
end of my sinful life I may love Thee
alone with all my heart, all my soul and
mind, and all my strength, and in the
hour when my soul takes leave of my
mortal body, O Sweetest Jesus, take into
Thy hands my spirit when Thou comest
into Thy Kingdom. Amen.



The Prayer of the Optina Elders
Monumea nocsedHUX oNMUHCKUX cmapuyee

Grant unto me, O Lord, that with peace of mind I
may face all that this new day is to bring. Grant
unto me to dedicate myself completely to Thy
Holy Will. For every hour of this day, instruct and
support me in all things. Whatsoever tidings I may
receive during the day, do Thou teach me to accept
tranquilly, in the firm conviction that all
eventualities fulfill Thy Holy Will.

Govern Thou my thoughts and feelings in all I do
and say. When things unforeseen occur , let me not
forget that all cometh down from Thee.

Teach me to behave sincerely and rationally
toward every member of my family, that [ may
bring confusion and sorrow to none. Bestow upon
me, my Lord, strength to endure the fatigue of the
day, and to bear my part in all its passing events.

Guide Thou my will and teach me to pray, to
believe, to hope, to suffer, to forgive, and to love.
Amen

A prayer to the Most Holy
Theotokos, by St Peter of
Damascus

Blessed Queen of the universe, thou knowest that we
sinners have no intimacy with God whom thou hast
borne.

But, putting our trust in thee, through thy mediation we
thy servants prostrate ourselves before the Lord:

for thou canst freely approach Him since He is thy son
and our God.

Thus I, too, unworthy believer that I am, entreat thee,
holy Queen, that I may be allowed to perceive the gifts
of grace bestowed on thee and on the other saints,

and to understand how thou dost display so many
virtues.

Simply thy giving birth to the Son of God shows that
thou excellest all other beings. For He Who, as creator
of all, knows all things before they come into existence,
found thy womb worthy of His indwelling.

From St. Peter of Damascus (Book 1 : A Treasury of Divine
Knowledge, The Philokalia Vol. 3 edited by Palmer,
Sherrard and Ware; Faber and Faber pgs. 129-130)

Monumea nocredHux onMuUHCKUX
cmapuee

The Prayer of the Optina Elders
T'ocnoou, oaii mue ¢ OyuieHbvlmM CROKOUICIEUEM
ecmpemums éce, YMo nPUHecem mMHe HACMoAWUIL
Oenw. /laii me éceyeno npedoamuca Bone Teoeii
Ceamou. Ha écakuit uac cezo OHa 60 6cem HACMAGD U
noooepiicu Meus.

Kaxkue 0v1 2 hu nonyuun uzeecmun 6 meuenue OHs,
HAYYU NPUHAMD UX CO CROKOUHOU Oyuioil U meepovim
ybexncoenuem, umo Ha eéce Ceamasn Bona Teon!

Bo écex moux denax u cnosax pykoeoou moumu
Mmoicnamu u wycmeamu! Bo ecex nenpeosudennvix
cyuanx He 0aii MHe 3a0bimb, YMO 6ce HUCHOCIAHO
Tobou!

Hayuu mena npamo u pasymmno 0eiicmeosams ¢
Kascoblm 4ieHOM CeMbU MOell, HUKO20 HU 020puas,

HUKO020 HU cmymaﬂ.’

T'ocnoou, oaii mue cuny nepenecmu ymomieHue
Hacmynaiouiezo OHa u ece codvimus 6 meyenue e2o!

Pyko600u moero 601e10 u Hayuu meHs MOIUMbCA,
Hadeambvces, epumn, 1100UmMy, mepnems unpouiams!

Amune.



Mosiumea nocnedHuUx onMUHCKUX cmapuyee

The Prayer of the Optina Elders

T'ocnoou, oaii mue ¢ OyuieéHbvim CnoKolicmeuem
ecmpemums 6ce, YUMo npuHecem MHe HACM oAU
Oens. /lait me éceyeno npeoamuvca Bone Teoei
Ceamoii. Ha écakuil uac cezo Ona 60 6cem Hacmaes u
noooepcu mens.

Kakue 6v1 2 Hu nonyuun ussecmus ¢ meuenue OHs,
HAYuU RPUHAMD UX CO CROKOUHOU OYULOil U MEEPObIM
ybexcoenuem, umo na éce Ceamas Bona Teoa!

Bo eécex moux denax u cnosax pykoeoou moumu
moicaamu u yycmeamu! Bo ecex nenpeosudennuvix
cyuaax He 0aii MHe 3a0blmy, YUMo 6ce HUCHOCIAHO
Tobou!

Hayuu mens npamo u pazymMHo 0eiicmeosanms ¢
Kajcovim 41eHOM ceMbl MOell, HUK0Z20 HU 020puast,
HUK020 Hu cmywiasn!

Tocnoou, oait mue cuny nepenecmu ymomienue
Hacmynawwiezo OHsA U 6ce codvimus 6 meyenue e2o!

PyKo6oou moero 6o0n1er0 u HaAy4u MEHA MOTUMbCA,
Hadeamucs, epuma, 1106ums, mepnems unpoujams!

Amune.

The Prayer of the Optina Elders

Monumea nocnedHuUx onMuUHCKUX cmapuee

Grant unto me, O Lord, that with peace of mind I
may face all that this new day is to bring. Grant
unto me to dedicate myself completely to Thy
Holy Will. For every hour of this day, instruct and
support me in all things. Whatsoever tidings I may
receive during the day, do Thou teach me to accept
tranquilly, in the firm conviction that all
eventualities fulfill Thy Holy Will.

Govern Thou my thoughts and feelings in all I do
and say. When things unforeseen occur , let me not
forget that all cometh down from Thee.

Teach me to behave sincerely and rationally
toward every member of my family, that [ may
bring confusion and sorrow to none. Bestow upon
me, my Lord, strength to endure the fatigue of the
day, and to bear my part in all its passing events.

Guide Thou my will and teach me to pray, to
believe, to hope, to suffer, to forgive, and to love.
Amen

A prayer to the Most Holy
Theotokos, by St Peter of
Damascus

Blessed Queen of the universe, thou knowest that we
sinners have no intimacy with God whom thou hast
borne.

But, putting our trust in thee, through thy mediation we
thy servants prostrate ourselves before the Lord:

for thou canst freely approach Him since He is thy son
and our God.

Thus 1, too, unworthy believer that I am, entreat thee,
holy Queen, that [ may be allowed to perceive the gifts
of grace bestowed on thee and on the other saints,

and to understand how thou dost display so many
virtues.

Simply thy giving birth to the Son of God shows that
thou excellest all other beings. For He Who, as creator
of all, knows all things before they come into existence,
found thy womb worthy of His indwelling.

From St. Peter of Damascus (Book 1 : A Treasury of Divine
Knowledge, The Philokalia Vol. 3 edited by Palmer,
Sherrard and Ware; Faber and Faber pgs. 129-130)






	A Hymn by St. Gregory Nazianzus

