Nicholas is Chosen Bishop

Part 2
Myra was a seaport, and Nicholas’ first church there seems to have been built over an old temple of Poseidon. This aspect made him a favorite of sailors, who would often throw three loaves of bread overboard in his honor when they felt a storm brewing. Because Byzantium was an empire built on sea trade, he became a favorite in Constantinople as well.

To assist him in the ruling of the church he chose two virtuous and prudent counselors who were invested with priestly rank. These were men well-known in all of Greece – Paul of Rhodes and Theodore of Ascalon.

The Saint brought his church peace and blessings, sowing the word of Truth, nipping in the bud defective and spurious claims of wisdom, uprooting heresy and healing the fallen and those led astray through ignorance. He was indeed a light in the world and the salt of the Earth, wherein his life did shine and his word was mixed with the salt of wisdom. 

In his new post as bishop, Nicholas was known as an image of gentleness, kindness and love towards all people. He spent his nights in prayer. 
Bishop Nicholas earned a reputation as a person of compassion and conscience, maintaining his firm witness for the Lord Jesus Christ, especially during the time of persecution of Christians under the emperor Diocletian (284 to 305 AD).

The ancient writers stressed Bishop Nicholas’ zeal and his virtues that became even more outstanding in his new position. He practiced the severest asceticism, eating only once a day, in the evening. He spent his nights in prayer.
All day long he spent in labor proper to his office, listening to the requests and needs of those who came to him. The doors of his house were open to all and he gave a kind welcome to everyone who came to him.
According to Robert Wace, Bishop Nicholas healed great numbers of the sick from serious infirmities and freed many from evil spirits.

To orphans he was a father, to the poor a merciful giver, to the weeping a comforter, to the wronged a helper, and to all a great benefactor. He would appear all over the city on a white horse offering help to anyone in difficulty, then quietly disappear without waiting for thanks. 

He always loved the sailors who lived so dangerously on the sea. Without their ships, people everywhere would be without food and other goods they carried for trade. 

He earned a reputation as a person of gentleness, compassion and conscience.

He was especially concerned that families had enough to eat and a good place to live, that children got ahead in life, and that old people lived out their lives with dignity and respect. 

For example, Bishop Nicholas purchased a rug from a poor street vendor for an inflated price and then gave the rug to the vendor’s wife as a gift. Thus, the couple gained financial help and retained their property. This act shows his sensitivity to human dignity. 

Such are the works of God with which the Lord magnified His servant. The fame of them spread everywhere, as on wings, it reached across the sea and spread throughout the world, so that there was no place where people didn’t know of the great and wonderful miracles of Bishop Nicholas, which he wrought by the grace given him by the Almighty Lord.

In character Nicholas was meek and forgiving, humble of spirit, and shunned all publicity. Still, his reputation as a holy man grew and grew, even spreading to distant cities that had never seen him. 

Thought to Discuss around the Dinner Table: How can we follow the example of St. Nicholas, so that our entire lives are one continuous witness to our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God that reaches out to all?

Let us pray: Let your continual mercy, O Lord, enkindle in Your church the never-failing gift of charity, that, following the example of Your servant Nicholas of Myra, we may have grace to deal in generosity and love with children and with all who are poor and distressed, and to uphold the cause of those who have no helper; for the sake of Him Who gave His life for us, Your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and ever. 

Almighty God, Who in Your love gave to Your servant Nicholas of Myra a perpetual name for deeds of kindness on land and sea: Grant, we pray, that Your Church may never cease to work for the happiness of children, the safety of sailors, the relief of the poor, and the help of those tossed by tempests of doubt or grief; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

This legend is mentioned in Wace’s Life of St. Nicholas, among other places.
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“This dignity and this office demand different usages, in order that one should live no longer for oneself but for others.” (St. Nicholas)

By his good deeds Nicholas was like a mirror for his flock and, according to the word of the apostle, was “... an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” (I Timothy 4:12 NKJV)

