PSALM 118 Octave "Gimmel - Camel" 17-24

118:17 Give reward unto Thy servant, quicken me and I will keep Thy words. 

118:18 O unveil mine eyes, and I shall perceive wondrous things out of Thy law. 

118:19 I am a sojourner on the earth, hide not from me Thy commandments. 

118:20 My soul hath longed to desire Thy judgments at all times. 

118:21 Thou hast rebuked the proud; cursed are they that decline from Thy commandments. 

118:22 Remove from me reproach and contempt, for after Thy testimonies have I sought. 
118:23 For princes sat and they spake against me, but Thy servant pondered on Thy statutes. 

118:24 For Thy testimonies are my meditation, and Thy statutes are my counselors. 

Third octave. Gimmel = camel. Pack animal with the most endurance. All about endurance in struggle. 

St Theophan summarizes: "On the difficulties, inner ones or outer ones, encountered on the good path, or about the difficult situations encountered there"
We need endurance before we  have rest. At any stage in the spiritual life, we need endurance. 

In two sections. 

· 1-4 (17-20) Beginner's struggles 

1. Insensibility, deadness without God 

2. Blindness

3. Being a stranger to the earth, and not yet a citizen of heaven

4. Needing more desire. 

· 5-8 (21-24) Advanced. Also depictions of Christ, the perfect man. 

1. Pride kills. Even the advanced. 

2. Two senses: for each, must endure reproach and contempt
a. For the sinner, we seek forgiveness. 

b. Christ will be vindicated.
3. Two senses. 

a. The spiritual battle

b. a type of Christ.  

4. The perfect state.

Give reward. 

Help me. I am struggling. I need a little consolation. 

Quicken me. 

· I can do nothing without Thee. Complete, utter dependence on God.  SOME OF THE "PRESSURE" IS OFF
· Without Thee I AM NOT ALIVE
· A plea against insensibility - deadness of the soul! (St John's prayer of the hours)

· Sin brings forth death - SAVE ME from sin! 

· DO YOU FEEL DEATH OPERATING IN YOU? YOU MUST!

· Remembrance of death. 

· In Christian life, we will feel life and death, in cycles. 
and I will keep Thy words
· God supplies the ability. 

· We supply desire, and effort.
· Keeping with effort gives way to ease in keeping. 

118:17 Give reward unto Thy servant, quicken me and I will keep Thy words. 

118:18 O unveil mine eyes, and I shall perceive wondrous things out of Thy law. 

118:19 I am a sojourner on the earth, hide not from me Thy commandments. 

118:20 My soul hath longed to desire Thy judgments at all times. 

118:21 Thou hast rebuked the proud; cursed are they that decline from Thy commandments. 

118:22 Remove from me reproach and contempt, for after Thy testimonies have I sought. 118:23 For princes sat and they spake against me, but Thy servant pondered on Thy statutes. 

118:24 For Thy testimonies are my meditation, and Thy statutes are my counselors. 

Third octave. Gimmel = camel. Pack animal with the most endurance. All about endurance in struggle. 

This is one of the best examples in this psalm  that the law of God is a reflection of who God is and is not arbitrary rules and regulations. to know the law of God is to know wondrous things because knowing the law of God is to know God.

· Only God sees things as they are. 
· Only God can unveil our eyes so that we see things as they are .

· We see a little and we know a little. 
· We certainly know of God's existence because he has unveiled our eyes by revealing Himself to us. 
· to know more, we need help
1Co 13:12  For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.

1Cor 13:10  But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 

The Christian feels in himself something that is good and knows that there is something in him that is good, but he also knows that there is more that he does not see and cannot see because he does not have the ability to see

There is some frustration in this plea and some deep expectation. 

Gen 17:18  And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before thee!

· Ismael is a type, a metaphor of dead things,  ignorance and sin. 
· We must be crying out to the Lord that our ignorance and our sin would not interfere with our perceiving God so that 
· our cry is oh that we would live before the Lord and 
· the living is knowledge of God which he only can provide but we must be ready to understand and even this readiness is provided by God. 
· he is the one who unveils the eyes and we cry out to Him to help us because we know we are blind and ignorant and small

· Certainly this plea must resonate with the Christian who is seeking God. 
· He knows that his ignorance keeps him from knowing about and doing holy things. 
· He cries out to be helped in his ignorance and promises that he will perform as he becomes aware of what he should perform

all versus begin with the letter Ghimmel  meaning camel 

Therefore this plea is not a static request where we sit by and say it's your job God to make me know things. No, this plea is one that is present in everything we do: in our fasting and our prayer and  loving our neighbor and in all of our spiritual exercises,  the desire must be that we would have our eyes unveiled and be able to see the wondrous things in the law of God, that  is, God

· Our greatest labor against ignorance must be against forgetfulness. 
· Forgetfulness is to be ignorant of things that we already know! 
· we cannot control the things that we don't know; God will reveal them to us as we are able to perceive them but it is a terrible sin for us to not know the things that we have known. 
· That is forgetfulness and it is one of the greatest sins and we must fight against it and labor against it like a camel labors in the desert. 

When I read this verse in my minds eye I'm thinking that there are things that I need to do to facilitate the unveiling of mine eyes and the greatest thing that I must do is fight against forgetfulness. 

· That is why it is so useful for a Christian to have a routine. T
· his routine is not something that is LEGALISTIC, it is something that assist us in not being FORGETFUL. 
· A routine should involve 
· prayer in the morning and in the evening 
· reading the gospel every day, 
· reading the Psalter, 
· saying the Jesus Prayer,  
· observing the fast, 
· being mindful of the feasts: those things help us against forgetfulness.  
· Of course only God can completely heal us of our forgetfulness but we are responsible for acting against it. 
· God will not remove it from us as if waving a magic wand nor will he give us knowledge by waving a wand. 
· We must pursue this knowledge. It is not within our power to obtain this knowledge but it is within God's power. we must be proving to God everyday that we desire this knowledge and then we will attain it. 

118:17 Give reward unto Thy servant, quicken me and I will keep Thy words. 

118:18 O unveil mine eyes, and I shall perceive wondrous things out of Thy law. 

118:19 I am a sojourner on the earth, hide not from me Thy commandments. 

118:20 My soul hath longed to desire Thy judgments at all times. 

118:21 Thou hast rebuked the proud; cursed are they that decline from Thy commandments. 

118:22 Remove from me reproach and contempt, for after Thy testimonies have I sought. 118:23 For princes sat and they spake against me, but Thy servant pondered on Thy statutes. 

118:24 For Thy testimonies are my meditation, and Thy statutes are my counselors. 

Third octave. Gimmel = camel. Pack animal with the most endurance. All about endurance in struggle. 

· DON'T BE COMFORTABLE WITH THIS LIFE!
· (Gimmel) You MUST STRUGGLE to *NOT* be comfortable! 

· Human flesh in inclined to the earth, unless it is forced to look to the heavens! YOU MUST FORCE YOURSELF!

· Comfort here is estrangement from there - heaven. 

· Heb 13:14  For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come.

· Exo 2:22  And she bare him a son, and he called his name Gershom: for he said, I have been a stranger in a strange land.  (when in Midian, fleeing from Pharoah)
I am a sojourner
· A sojourner has a destination. 

· A sojourner is passing through 

· A sojourner is eager to arrive at his destination

· A sojourner gets tired. 

· A sojourner DOES NOT KNOW the customs of the country, and is disquieted. He is not at home, or comfortable. 

on the earth
· Earth is temporary. We are traveling to eternity. 

This verse is only possible to understand with the "remembrance of death" 

hide not from me Thy commandments
· Read is at "reveal to me'  thy commandments. 

· What hides them? Our sins. Our passions. 
· "Do not conceal from us, O Lord, that truth, that everyone is earth and shall return to earth; do not conceal it or let it be covered up in our mind and memory by a multitude of vain worries" St Theophan, Commentary on Psalm 118 (Verse 19) pg 53

Summary: 
· I am not satisfied with the earth, this life. 
· There is more.
· I was born for eternity, and I long for it, but my sins impair me. 
· I get too comfortable with the temporary things of the earth. 
· They confuse me. 
· HELP ME! 

118:17 Give reward unto Thy servant, quicken me and I will keep Thy words. 

118:18 O unveil mine eyes, and I shall perceive wondrous things out of Thy law. 

118:19 I am a sojourner on the earth, hide not from me Thy commandments. 

118:20 My soul hath longed to desire Thy judgments at all times. 

118:21 Thou hast rebuked the proud; cursed are they that decline from Thy commandments. 

118:22 Remove from me reproach and contempt, for after Thy testimonies have I sought. 
118:23 For princes sat and they spake against me, but Thy servant pondered on Thy statutes. 

118:24 For Thy testimonies are my meditation, and Thy statutes are my counselors. 

Third octave. Gimmel = camel. Pack animal with the most endurance. All about endurance in struggle. 

· the perfection of this verse describes Jesus Christ. 
· Not me

O Lord, deliver me from all ignorance, forgetfulness, faintheartedness, and stony insensibility.

My soul

· Soul = life = everything we associate with life. All of it. 

hath longed

· Two ways": "desire strongly" or "want top want"

· I feel like a liar when I say this 

· "I said in my ecstasy, all men are liars"

· We need to want to want! 

· We need to have a plan, we need to work! there is work to do! 

to desire 

· Desire is a fundamental aspect of the soul 

· Good or bad. 

· Christianity is reshaping our desires. 

Thy Judgments

· His ways, Who He is 

· Not what He commands
At all times

· We change like the weather 

· We wax and wane 

· Consistency! Even in a little thing! 

Do not just "long" (desire) - DO SOMETHING! 

· Have a plan 

· Pray 

· Fast

· Forgive

· Confess, commune

· Always a battle against torpor, habit, stony insensibility! 

118:17 Give reward unto Thy servant, quicken me and I will keep Thy words. 

118:18 O unveil mine eyes, and I shall perceive wondrous things out of Thy law. 

118:19 I am a sojourner on the earth, hide not from me Thy commandments. 

118:20 My soul hath longed to desire Thy judgments at all times. 

118:21 Thou hast rebuked the proud; cursed are they that decline from Thy commandments. 

118:22 Remove from me reproach and contempt, for after Thy testimonies have I sought. 
118:23 For princes sat and they spake against me, but Thy servant pondered on Thy statutes. 

118:24 For Thy testimonies are my meditation, and Thy statutes are my counselors. 

hard to read without being convicted. 
An internal battle to be humble - there are great consequence to being proud, a deep, sighing and begging the lord to help us with our pride. 

How are the proud rebuked. 

Not always in this life. Like the people of the Gadarenes

We rarely hear the rebuke! 

Rebuked by taking away grace 

Only way to be humble is to be humiliated. 

Even the good have proud and God will withdraw grace occasionally

Later 

Decline from Thy commandments

Very audacious!

everything is a choice

It is true that for those who have begun to show progress, the most dangerous enemy is self-importance and pride, together with judgment and contempt for others. Goodness is so attractive and valuable in the eyes of the soul that the soul loses all measure when it notices just the beginning of it in itself. But in this it only shows its inexperience and poverty, and is soon exposed by God's righteous judgment. God is near and gives instruction. He who conceives a high opinion of himself almost immediately stumbles over something that is sometimes not very important. If he comes to himself no other disciplining will follow. but if he does not comer to his senses, senses, then shameful passions are allowed rise, let him more tangibly to  feel that God's protecting hand has been removed, and enemies have free access to him. This is not a dooming to failure, but an inner disgrace for him to see because of his high opinion of himself. He who thus has been taught a lesson turns toward his Deliverer with repentance and, joining the ranks of the humiliated, he restores to himself the protection of God's grace. Anyone who does not accept this lesson usually falls: a bitter lesson through humiliation! St Theophan the Recluse, Commentary on Psalm 118, Page 56
Also understand externally - observing that the proud are rebuked, even asking the Lord to rebuke them. I will do this when I am humble!

118:17 Give reward unto Thy servant, quicken me and I will keep Thy words. 

118:18 O unveil mine eyes, and I shall perceive wondrous things out of Thy law. 

118:19 I am a sojourner on the earth, hide not from me Thy commandments. 

118:20 My soul hath longed to desire Thy judgments at all times. 

118:21 Thou hast rebuked the proud; cursed are they that decline from Thy commandments. 

118:22 Remove from me reproach and contempt, for after Thy testimonies have I sought. 

118:23 For princes sat and they spake against me, but Thy servant pondered on Thy statutes. 

118:24 For Thy testimonies are my meditation, and Thy statutes are my counselors. 

There is only one solution to the troubles of life. It is not external. It is internal - the healing of the soul. 

· Could be Messianic, since He bore our reproaches on the cross. 
· Mostly the plea of a sinner who is trying and often failing. 

The best reproach is self reproach. A Christian should feel it from God. 

· Reproach from others can be very painful. 

· Sometimes deserved - we must endure
· Often undeserved - it is the way of the cross. 

· David is not asking relief from this!  

· Sometimes too much to bear
· God will deliver us to some extent. 

This should not be whining because of our troubles! 

Our troubles are our own, because of our sins, almost all the time! 

He is not asking for a reward for his labors - I did this, so you do that! 

He is stating that the only path to life (to have no reproach and contempt) is by learning God's testimonies. 

118:17 Give reward unto Thy servant, quicken me and I will keep Thy words. 

118:18 O unveil mine eyes, and I shall perceive wondrous things out of Thy law. 

118:19 I am a sojourner on the earth, hide not from me Thy commandments. 

118:20 My soul hath longed to desire Thy judgments at all times. 

118:21 Thou hast rebuked the proud; cursed are they that decline from Thy commandments. 

118:22 Remove from me reproach and contempt, for after Thy testimonies have I sought. 
118:23 For princes sat and they spake against me, but Thy servant pondered on Thy statutes. 

118:24 For Thy testimonies are my meditation, and Thy statutes are my counselors. 

Third octave. Gimmel = camel. Pack animal with the most endurance. All about endurance in struggle. 

Obviously Messianic - the princes are the ruling Jewish elite, who crucified Jesus. 

But ALL this Psalm is useful for personal instruction and correction. It is not only about the law, or about the Messiah, or prophesy - it is about knowing the unknowable, by pondering Him through His testimonies and statutes and becoming like him. 

The ONLY solution to everything! Ponder God's statutes. 

How could the be that important to us? 

We have examples from the Scriptures

· Their going forth from us seemed to be utter destruction, but they are in peace. 

· Act 6:15  And all that sat in the council, looking stedfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel.
· Jesus on the Cross: "Father forgive them, for they know not what they do". 

118:17 Give reward unto Thy servant, quicken me and I will keep Thy words. 

118:18 O unveil mine eyes, and I shall perceive wondrous things out of Thy law. 

118:19 I am a sojourner on the earth, hide not from me Thy commandments. 

118:20 My soul hath longed to desire Thy judgments at all times. 

118:21 Thou hast rebuked the proud; cursed are they that decline from Thy commandments. 

118:22 Remove from me reproach and contempt, for after Thy testimonies have I sought. 
118:23 For princes sat and they spake against me, but Thy servant pondered on Thy statutes. 

118:24 For Thy testimonies are my meditation, and Thy statutes are my counselors. 

Third octave. Gimmel = camel. Pack animal with the most endurance. All about endurance in struggle. 
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