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O Holy, wondrous Martyr Varus, who, burning
with zeal for the Heavenly King, didst confess
Him before thy torturers and didst greatly suffer
for Him! Now the Church doth venerate thee, as
one glorified with the glory of heaven by Christ
the Lord, Who granted thee the abundant grace
to approach Him boldly. And now, standing
before Him together with the Angels, rejoicing
on high, beholding the Most Holy Trinity
clearly, and enjoying the Uncreated Light,
remember the suffering of our relatives who
have died outside the Faith, and accept our
pleas, and as thou didst intercede for the
unbelieving ancestors of Cleopatra and didst
free them from eternal suffering, remember
those who have died unbaptized and have been
buried in an ungodly manner, and pray earnestly
that they may be delivered from eternal
darkness, that we may all, with one mouth and
one heart, praise the Most Merciful Creator unto
the ages of ages. Amen.

O Holy, wondrous Martyr Varus, who, burning
with zeal for the Heavenly King, didst confess
Him before thy torturers and didst greatly suffer
for Him! Now the Church doth venerate thee, as
one glorified with the glory of heaven by Christ
the Lord, Who granted thee the abundant grace
to approach Him boldly. And now, standing
before Him together with the Angels, rejoicing
on high, beholding the Most Holy Trinity
clearly, and enjoying the Uncreated Light,
remember the suffering of our relatives who
have died outside the Faith, and accept our
pleas, and as thou didst intercede for the
unbelieving ancestors of Cleopatra and didst
free them from eternal suffering, remember
those who have died unbaptized and have been
buried in an ungodly manner, and pray earnestly
that they may be delivered from eternal
darkness, that we may all, with one mouth and
one heart, praise the Most Merciful Creator unto
the ages of ages. Amen.

A Prayer to Martyr Varus for those
reposed outside of the church

A Prayer to Martyr Varus for those
reposed outside of the church

O Holy, wondrous Martyr Varus, who, burning
with zeal for the Heavenly King, didst confess
Him before thy torturers and didst greatly suffer
for Him! Now the Church doth venerate thee, as
one glorified with the glory of heaven by Christ
the Lord, Who granted thee the abundant grace
to approach Him boldly. And now, standing
before Him together with the Angels, rejoicing
on high, beholding the Most Holy Trinity
clearly, and enjoying the Uncreated Light,
remember the suffering of our relatives who
have died outside the Faith, and accept our
pleas, and as thou didst intercede for the
unbelieving ancestors of Cleopatra and didst
free them from eternal suffering, remember
those who have died unbaptized and have been
buried in an ungodly manner, and pray earnestly
that they may be delivered from eternal
darkness, that we may all, with one mouth and
one heart, praise the Most Merciful Creator unto
the ages of ages. Amen.

O Holy, wondrous Martyr Varus, who, burning
with zeal for the Heavenly King, didst confess
Him before thy torturers and didst greatly suffer
for Him! Now the Church doth venerate thee, as
one glorified with the glory of heaven by Christ
the Lord, Who granted thee the abundant grace
to approach Him boldly. And now, standing
before Him together with the Angels, rejoicing
on high, beholding the Most Holy Trinity
clearly, and enjoying the Uncreated Light,
remember the suffering of our relatives who
have died outside the Faith, and accept our
pleas, and as thou didst intercede for the
unbelieving ancestors of Cleopatra and didst
free them from eternal suffering, remember
those who have died unbaptized and have been
buried in an ungodly manner, and pray earnestly
that they may be delivered from eternal
darkness, that we may all, with one mouth and
one heart, praise the Most Merciful Creator unto
the ages of ages. Amen.

Martyr Varus – Oct 19/Nov 1

Martyr Varus – Oct 19/Nov 1

Troparion (Tone 5)

Troparion (Tone 5)

Thou didst follow in the steps of the martyrs/
and contend for the glory of Christ./ Thou
wast tied to a beam and restored by the Tree
of Life,/ and thine intercessions gladden our
souls.
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Thou hast followed Christ and drunk His
chalice;/ thou didst receive the crown of
martyrdom, O holy Varus./ Thou art rejoicing
with the Angels: pray unceasingly for our
souls
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During the reign of the impious Maximian, the Emperor of the Romans, there lived in Egypt a brave soldier named Varus, who secretly served
the King of Heaven. Out of fear he hid his faith in the true God for a time, but later, he revealed it before both heaven and earth and became a
spectacle before angels and men
At that time Maximian raised up a persecution against the Christians and issued a decree in every province of his empire commanding that those
Christians who would not sacrifice to the gods be put to death. When this ordinance was published in the land of Egypt, the blood of Christians
was shed mercilessly; all who worshipped the Creator and not things created were subjected to various torments. Varus, a secret Christian, visited
by night the faithful who were held in prison for their confession of Christ, bribing the guards with gold to permit him to enter the cells in which
they were held. He bound up the wounds of the holy martyrs and washed their blood, gave them to eat, kissed their stripes, and prayed them to
beseech Christ to have mercy on him.
It happened that there were seven teachers of the Christians, desert- dwellers, that were brought before the Prince of Egypt. When the Prince
questioned them, he found them to be firm in the faith. Having subjected them to flogging, he had them cast bound into prison. When Varus
learned of this, he hastened by night to the dungeon where the saints were being held. After he had given much gold to the guards, he was
permitted to visit the saints.
He told them he venerated them for their courage, but he would be afraid to confess Christ before the torturers. They encouraged him, and he
spent the night in prayer with them, his heart full of zeal to confess Christ and endure martyrdom with them. In the morning, he delared his
allegiance to Christ to the surprised gaurds, and, with one of the martyrs already having succumbed to his wounds, took his place so that seven
Christians completed their martyrdom. It is notable that as they were being tortured their only answer was "we are Christians".
There was a widow living in that city named Cleopatra, who was born in Palestine. Her husband, an officer, had died in Egypt, and she had a son
named John, who was still a little boy. When Saint Varus was tortured, she looked on from afar upon his sufferings, sighing and beating her
breast, for she was a Christian. When the martyr's corpse was cast out of the city, she arose by night, took certain of her servants, and went to
remove the long-suffering body of Saint Varus. She brought it to her home, where she dug a grave for it in her room.
When Cleopatra saw how the Christians gathered to pray at the grave of the saint, she determined to build a church dedicated to him.
Cleopatra remained weeping by the grave of the saint and then fell asleep for a short while from weariness and grief. As she slept, she beheld
Saint Varus in a dream. He held her son by the hand, and they both shone like the sun. Their vesture was whiter than snow, and they were girded
with golden belts; upon their heads were crowns of unspeakable beauty. Seeing this, the blessed Cleopatra fell down before them, but Saint
Varus lifted her up and said, "0 woman, why do you cry unto me? Do you imagine that I have forgotten the good works you did on my behalf in
Egypt and along the way to this place? Do you suppose that I felt nothing when you removed my body from amid the carcasses of beasts, placing
it in a coffin? Have I not always hearkened to your prayers? I make entreaty for you at all times unto God. I have prayed first of all for your
relatives, with whom you buried me, that their sins be remitted them, and now I have enrolled your son in the army of the King of Heaven. Did
you not beseech me here at my grave that I ask God to grant you and your son whatever is in accordance with His will and is to your benefit?
Therefore, I have prayed unto the good God, and in His ineffable kindness He has deigned to number your son among the host of Heaven. Lo,
you see that your son now stands near the Lord's throne. If you wish, take him and send him to serve a mortal and earthly king since you do not
desire that he should serve the heavenly and eternal King."

"I beseech thee, 0 passion-bearer of Christ: Ask God for that which is profitable for me and for mine only son. I do not dare ask for anything
more than what the Lord Himself wisheth, for He knoweth what is needful for us. May His good and perfect will be done in us!"
By virtue of the grace given to St. Varus to intercede on behalf of Cleopatra's son, it is to his intercessions that we turn when we pray for our
non-Orthodox departed friends and family. The canon to him for such prayers may be found here.

