
27  th   Week After Pentecost – Thursday   

1 Timothy 6:17-20 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in 
uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; That they do good, that 
they be  rich  in  good works,  ready to  distribute,  willing  to  communicate1;  Laying  up in store  for 
themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal  life.  O 
Timothy,  keep  that  which  is  committed  to  thy  trust,  avoiding  profane  and  vain  babblings,  and 
oppositions of science falsely so called: Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. Grace 
be with thee. Amen.

Luke  18:31-34  Then  he  took  unto  him  the  twelve,  and  said  unto  them,  Behold,  we  go  up  to 
Jerusalem2,  and  all  things  that  are  written  by  the  prophets  concerning  the  Son  of  man  shall  be 
accomplished.  For  he  shall  be  delivered  unto  the  Gentiles,  and  shall  be  mocked,  and  spitefully 
entreated, and spitted on: And they shall scourge him, and put him to death: and the third day he shall 
rise again. And they understood none of these things: and this saying was hid from them, neither knew 
they the things which were spoken.

1 Some translations render “communicate” as “share”
2 "Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem." Is it not fitting that at or 

near the beginning of the Nativity Fast, when we prepare for the beginning of Our Lord Jesus Christ's earthly life, He 
speaks of its end? If one reads the gospels carefully, it is clear that all of His life, our Lord was “going to Jerusalem”. He 
knew that He was born to die, that we might live. All that He did was  towards this goal. 

These words are an important reminder for us, as we begin the fast. This season has many distractions, but one thing is 
needful. Our Lord was born to “go to Jerusalem”. If we are to imitate His example as we are called to do, since He 
commanded us to “take up our cross and follow him”, then we are to “go to Jerusalem”.  Our Lord went to die and give 
us life. Let us therefore go to die, that we may have life. Let us die to our self will and all things that lead away from life. 
Let us die to our self-centeredness and pride. Let us with great force make all that is within us that is not holy die. And 
let us go to Jerusalem and live. 

Jerusalem is the Holy City, the city of the Great King. It represents all that is holy and good. Our Lord's path to Jerusalem 
was not for Himself, as He is already holy and good, but for us. We must retrace his steps to the Holy City. We must 
take His yoke upon us, and learn of Him, and carry our personal cross with forbearance and faith. There is no other way 
to reach Jerusalem, our salvation, because it is the Lord's way, and what He accomplished in Jerusalem enables us to 
walk this path and be victorious over sin and death. 

It is always good to be reminded of things that are good, even if we already have heard about them. Let us be reminded now 
that the purpose of our Lord's Nativity was so that He would “go to Jerusalem” and accomplish our regeneration. We 
must daily remember that we are also born to “go to Jerusalem”. 
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