Holy Martyr Jacinthus (Hyacinth)

Commemorated July 3

It is all because of holiness.

The Holy Martyr Jacinthus (Hyacinth), a native of Caesarea Cappadocia, grew up in a Christian family. The Roman emperor Trajan made him his "cubicularius" (bed-chamberlain)
.
Once during the time of a pagan festival the emperor Trajan was feasting in a pagan-temple together with his companions, eating of the idol-offered food, but the youth Jacinthus, having remained at the palace, shut himself up in a small room and prayed fervently to the Lord Jesus Christ. One of the servants overheard the words of prayer. He made a denunciation to the emperor, that Jacinthus, entrusted with an imperial position, did not honour the Roman gods but was secretly praying to Christ.
They immediately arrested Saint Jacinthus and led him to Trajan. The emperor demanded that he eat of the idol-offered meat, but the saint bravely refused and declared himself a Christian. By order of Trajan, they locked up the holy martyr in prison after fierce tortures, and they exhausted him with hunger and thirst, so as to force him to eat of idolatrous food. On the 38th day, one of the guards, bringing the idol-offering meat, saw Angels alongside the martyr, dressing him in bright attire and placing on his head a crown.
The torturers decided to continue with the trial over the saint, but they found him in prison already dead. The twelve year old Jacinthus died in the year 108 in the city of Rome. They afterwards transferred the relics of the saint to Caesarea.
I read the lives of the Saints to inspire me and to show what I am not and what I should be. Who cannot be inspired by the super-human bravery of a TWELVE YEAR OLD BOY? 

When I read the lives of the Saints, I often have a “question” in my mind – how could a person do such a thing – have such bravery, endurance, humility, chastity, etc? The answer is always the same – holiness. Or more properly, the ABSOLUTE, UNCOMPROMISING pursuit of holiness. 

Would I have the courage to pray secretly when I knew being discovered would mean a terrible (in earthly terms) death? Yes, if I had faith and was holy. 

Would I endure in my faith when spending long periods of absolute solitude and starvation in between periods of torture? It would be very easy to stop the tortures, and I think, impossible no to unless there was the great grace of holiness in my soul. 

Hyacinth clearly was holy. He had a secular job with many duties, but somehow he was able to fulfill his absolute destiny which we also have – to become holy. 

We are distracted, lazy, and poor at prayer, pampered. May God, through the prayers of holy Hyacinth the martyrs save us 

Troparion of St Hyacinth    Tone 4
With rays of grace thou dost shine to the ends of the world,/ like a hyacinth in Christ's Church, O blessed Hyacinth;/ for thy confession of the Faith was radiant;/ and in thy contest thou didst follow Christ the Word./ Thou dost ever illumine those who honour thee.

Kontakion of St Hyacinth    Tone 4
Come O you faithful, plait a crown of unfading hyacinths today/ for the Martyr Hyacinth, and let us cry to him:/ Rejoice, O Hyacinth, glory of the martyrs. 
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� July 3 on the church calendar corresponds to July 16th on the secular calendar. 


� I wondered what this is, and found out that it was a quite varied and extensive position in ancient Byzantium. Here is a short article: � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cubicularius" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cubicularius� 


Cubicularius, hellenized as koubikoularios (� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language" \o "Greek language" �Greek�: κουβικουλάριος), was a title used for the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eunuch" \o "Eunuch" �eunuch� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chamberlain_%28office%29" \o "Chamberlain (office)" �chamberlains� of the imperial palace in the later � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Empire" \o "Roman Empire" �Roman Empire� and after in the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Empire" \o "Byzantine Empire" �Byzantine Empire�. …


The term derives from their service in the sacrum cubiculum, the emperor's "sacred � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bedchamber" \o "Bedchamber" �bedchamber�". …


In Byzantium, they played a very important role, holding senior palace offices such as � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parakoimomenos" \o "Parakoimomenos" �parakoimōmenos� or the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epi_tes_trapezes" \o "Epi tes trapezes" �epi tēs trapezēs�, but also served in posts in the central financial departments, as provincial administrators and sometimes even as generals….
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