Daily Readings. 

Guidelines for reading, with freedom for departures. 

Who are we hanging out with? 

What we do IS who we are with. 
EVERYTHING we do affects our intelligence. 
1 Corinthians 15:33

July 29 / Aug 11 2009 10th Tuesday after Pentecost
“Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.” (1 Corinthians 15:33 KJV)

We are almost at the end of First Corinthians in our daily readings. 
The cycle of daily readings throughout the year begins after Pascha. We read the Gospel of John during most weekdays, and then begin Matthew, followed by Mark, then Luke. We are still reading selections from Matthew, since it is such a long Gospel. We began serializing Acts after Pascha, then proceeded to Romans, and are now finishing First Corinthians, and will go on to the other epistles of St Paul. We read more or less in order, from beginning to end, but skip many selections which are reserved for a particular weekend of the year (Saturday or Sunday). 

I recommend highly that you read the weekly readings. They are easy to find – in our calendar or using the Menologion program. They can be found easily in English or Russian online. 

If you are like me, when you read the daily readings, you may feel frustrated because the context of the reading is brief, and there is something important immediately before or after the selection. This is no big deal. We read to be edified, to learn, to feel compunction and glean wisdom., There is no rule that you cannot search out the context of the reading, either in a paper bible, or as I generally prefer, using a program on your computer, such as “e-Sword”.  Having the discipline to read SOMETHING, in SOME KIND of order is very important, and on our better, more attentive days, we might use that reading as a launching pad into other parts of Scripture. 
I follow the same plan when I read the Fathers. I am reading the Conferences by St John Cassian right now (and plan to have many journal entries about it, if I can somehow put into words the sublime feelings always present when reading this classic). The Conferences are extremely rich in Scriptural references. One reference led me to read almost the entire book of Esther. This is not a good plan if you want to finish a 500 page book in less than a year, but after, all we are not in a race to read books and any attentive spiritual reading will help us finish the race we are in
. 
Today’s selection has in it the literally proverbial and oft-quoted statement: 

 “Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.” (1 Corinthians 15:33 KJV)

I love the King James, because it reads so poetically, but sometimes it is good to see other ways a verse is rendered.
Another, more clear rendering is: 

Do not be deceived: "Bad company ruins good morals." 

This sounds like something our mothers have told us many times; it has passed into the secular wisdom of many cultures. This idea is so common, that I fear that its awesome truth is lost on us, because of familiarity. 

St Paul was actually quoting the secular wisdom of his day, the Greek poet Menander (the  lost comedy of Thais). 
There is a similar proverb in Jewish lore: 
“There were two dry logs of wood, and one green log; but the dry logs burnt up the green log.”

I like this version of the proverb very much. Everyone knows that green logs do not burn well. One can even put flame to a green log and be unable to burn it. But when such a log is put with other dry logs in a fire, over time, it will catch fire from them and be utterly consumed. This is a graphic illustration of the effect of the company of men upon our morals. 

Anyone who considers himself to be immune to losing his morals is a fool.  
How many drug abusers have said: “I won’t use drugs, even though my friends do. I’m not that stupid”.  How many who use foul language learned it first from those they associated with? How many have secular opinions that are strikingly against the law of God, concerning for instance, abortion or “living together”, because they have listened to their non Orthodox or secular friends or the steady drone of the television set, with its immoral shows and radically lost newscasters? 

We are not only influenced by the people we choose to associate with, but also the things we do. 
Television, radio and the movies are also associations (or as the King James has it “communications”) with people. There are not a whole lot of good and edifying things in those mediums. We may laugh at a joke on Letterman, and forget that it expresses foul and loathsome things (not to mention that if we are watching TV late at night, it is doubtful that we will pray before bed). We are polluted by such associations and because of them, we change in a way imperceptible to us. 

This is because the things we do, think and say ALWAYS affects our intelligence. 
We cannot listen to a dirty joke, or casual swearing, or nod our head with secular opinions, or watch yet another TV show where fornication is as common as breathing without being affected. If we lose the ability to recognize right from wrong, we are undone. 
It is not that all these things are fire, and we are straw. Instead, they are water, and we are wood. Eventually, after sitting in water a while, wood rots and no longer resembles what it once was. It is useless as wood; it has become trash. 
The Psalmist offers us the type of life we would lead if we followed St Paul’s admonition: 

“Blessed is the man who has not walked in the counsel of the ungodly, and has not stood in the way of sinners, and has not sat in the seat of evil men.  (2)  But his pleasure is in the law of the Lord; and in his law will he meditate day and night.  (3)  And he shall be as a tree planted by the brooks of waters, which shall yield its fruit in its season, and its leaf shall not fall off; and whatsoever he shall do shall be prospered.” (Psa 1:1-3 Sep, Brenton)
There is always a danger when we attempt to “not walk in the council of the ungodly” that we add our own vanity and pride to the effort and become pharisaical, and avoid people out of some kind of misguided piety. We live in the world. Mere association with people will not pollute us; everything depends on our purpose, motivations and disposition. I am a nurse and have taken care of many drug addicts and alcoholics. I assure you, seeing their condition did not in any way make me want to take drugs. Some of you work in offices. You cannot avoid the immoral, but you can be different than them, and not participate in their jokes, and gossip and immoral opinions.  

This reminds me of a funny story (to me at least). I was young (once) and working as a software analyst. We sometimes went out to lunch together. One day the group decided to go to “Hooters”. I kid you not, I had no idea what “Hooters” was. I wondered at the time if they had a décor based on pictures and statues of owls. We were all ready to go, when I saw a couple of guys smirking and looking towards me. My radar went off, and I excused myself, and only later found out what this restaurant really is. The group was trying to haze me, because they considered me to be uncool. What they did not realize is that I considered their efforts to be a compliment – they had recognized that I did not hold the same kind of opinions and have the same lifestyle as they did. 
Priest Seraphim Holland 2009.     St Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church, McKinney, Texas
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� 1Corinthians 9:24 KJV  Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.


 Heb 12:1 KJV  Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,


� “Adam Clarkes Commentary on the Bible” for 1 Corinthians 15:33, accessed from the e-Sword program. 
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