The Symbol of Faith.
Introduction

Catechesis on the Symbol of Faith in a question and answer format. 

1. Why was the Creed written? I am not looking for a great sweeping answer – books are written for  this. We must know, however, WHY the Symbol of Faith came to be written down and has become the standard for evaluating the Christian Orthodoxy of a person. This can be a one word or couple sentence answer. 

2. When was the Creed created? How? Absolute dates are no important, but the century is good to know. How? – Again, no essay is required, but we must understand how the Church promulgates dogma. 

3. What is DOGMA? Give some examples. 

4. Where do dogmas come from? 

5. Here is one of my notorious leading questions. Does Dogma have moral implications (sometimes, always, never). Another way to state this question is “Do dogmas have a theological nature or a moral meaning?” Here you must explain yourself. I always use the first line of the creed to illustrate this, but there are tons of Scriptures and just plain old common sense that can be used. 

6. Are all dogmas written down? All all dogmas fully explained and known to us? (I admit, this may be a little obscure, and repetitive (see #1) 

7. Is the symbol of faith a declaration of belief or a prayer?

8. The Symbol of Faith as we know it was completed near the end of the fourth century? Could it be changed or added to? Why or why not?

9. How has the Symbol of Faith been changed, and by whom? Do you know the change? Is this a significant change?
10. When do we recite the Creed (Symbol of Faith) in the prayer practice of the church.
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 
1. What does it mean to “believe” in God? What other sorts of things to people believe in? 

2. What are the implications for us that God is our Father? 

3. How and when did God make all things “visible and visible”? Which was created first? 

4. Why did God create “heaven and earth”? This can be a one word answer, but a little bit of elucidation would be nice. 

5. Describe the invisible world as best you can. 

6. God created everything. Relate that fact to the ever present human predilection to pride. Work with me here!
7. What is an angel? A demon? 
8. Who was Lucifer, and why did he fall from heaven? 

8. How are angels/demons the same as and different than men? 
9. The big, all time leading question. How can we believe in God? This is important. 

10. Maybe this is a bigger, all time leading question. The Fathers consider the “remembrance of death“ to be indispensible for the Christian. First of all, what is it? This is a very technical question, and not well understood by the world, but it is important. Why is it important? Relate it to believing in God and the human condition (you can describe the “human condition” too if you want – we will mention it or its implications a zillion times)
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