Baptism and Emergency Baptism
 “Regular” baptism. The absolute requirements. 

· Always performed by a priest/bishop 

· Water , Oil of gladness, Chrism

· Person ALWAYS present.  Sponsor (Godparent) of the same gender should be present. 

· Full immersion, ALWAYS three times. “Baptism” is from the Greek Word “baptizo” which means to immerse.
· “The servant of God ____ is baptized in the name of Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit” – immerse fully at the mention of each person. Never “I baptize …”
Emergency Baptism

· By who?  

· Any Baptized Orthodox Christian. Principle: you cannot give what you do not have. 

· When? 

· When it is believed an anabaptized person is in danger of immanent death and there is no time for usual baptism. 

· How? 

· As many prayers as possible. Trisagion, Creed. 

· Water – make the sign of the cross over it

· Immerse if possible, or pour, with the proper formula: “The servant of God ____ is baptized…”

· Contact a priest as soon as possible to complete the baptism. 

“Completing” the baptism

· In the case that the newly baptized survives. 

· Never any “re-baptism”. 

· Priest performs the baptism service, omitting the blessing of the water and immersion. 

· All other parts are said. 
· Always chrismation is performed. 

· Should have a sponsor.

This and other Orthodox materials are available in from: 
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, McKinney, Texas
· Mailing Address: Box 37, McKinney, TX 75070

· Rectory Phone: 972/529-2754

· Email: seraphim@orthodox.net
· Web Page: http://www.orthodox.net
· Redeeming the Time Blog: http://www.orthodox.net/redeemingthetime/ 

This handout accompanies a short talk given after liturgy concerning emergency baptism.

Audio: http://www.orthodox.net/catechism/orthopraxis_2010+emergency-baptism.mp3
Handout: http://www.orthodox.net/catechism/orthopraxis_2010+emergency-baptism.doc
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